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Cali.fornia Regiona‘l Water Quality Control Board
Central Valley Region
Karl E. Longley, ScD, P.E:, Chair
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Sanchez Brothers Farming, Inc. . Certified Mail No.

11300 Houston Avenue 7006 2760 0000 0653 9636

‘Hanford, CA 93230 | ' ’

‘The Valero Companies  Certified Mail No. -

Mr. Robert Ehlers o : 7006 2760 0000.0653 9643

P.0O. Box 686000 o '

San Antonio, TX 78269-6000

Kings Waste and Recycling Authority | Certified Mail No.

- 7803 Hanford-Armona Rd, 7008 2760 0000 0653 9650 : )
Hanford CA 93230 : _— _ ' N g

| ‘CAUFORMA WATER C@BE DIRECTIVE PURSUI&.NT TO SECTION 13267, FORMER
" BRICK-LINED PITS SOUTH OF HOUSTON AVENUE LANDFILL, HANFORD, KiNGS
COUNTY (SECTION 13267 ORDER) :

You are responsible or are- suspected of being responsible for a release of volatﬁe orgamc
compounds (VOCs), including total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH), whiéh could have affected
‘waters of the State and thus are herein directed to submit a technical report with a
professional’s proposal to conductan mveshgatmn of the release. Thefacts and resultmg
dlrectlve follow: : :

1. Sanchez Brothers Farmmg, !nc currently owns the. abeve-—referenced property (APN
018-1 22—012} Hanford, Ksngs County (hereafter Site) and have owned the Site since:
1993. Dennis Sanchéz owned the Site from 1975 to 1993. Past owners of the site
include Ermelinda Juarez (1973 to 1975), Jose and Bertha Arellano (1949 to 1973),
Antonio and Alvira Gonzalez (1944 to 1949) Mae Blissitt (1943 to 1944) and A,
Hidalgo (1942 to 1943)

2. Two brick-lined pits existed on the property as eariy as 1950. The historical use of
these pits is not well documented; however, they.are suspected of being used by the
county (Kings Waste and Recycling Authority) and Valero (the Valero Companies and
its various predecessors Caminol Gil Company, Beacon oil, and Ultramar Oil Company, .
are collectively referred to as Valero) to dispose of solid waste and refinery waste,
.respectlvely The State Department of Health Services investigated the brick-lined pits
in 1971, noting the brick-lined plts as being used for oil waste, mciudlng mercaptans, by
Valero.

. Cafzfomm Environmental. Protection Agency _
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3. Soil is impacted on site. Soil samples taken in the area had concentrations of total
petroleum hydrocarbons as diesel (TPHD) as high as 7,200 milligrams per kilogram
(mg/kg) and total petroleum hydrocarbons as jet fuel (TPHJf) as high as 11,000 mg/kg.

4, Grou‘ndwater has not been sampled beneath the former pits. PreVious-groundwafer
studies at the property adjacent to the north (former Houston Avenue Landfill) indicated
groundwater was impacted with petroleum wastes. Drinking water 'wells,we.re impacted
along Avenue 10 V%; consequently, the City of Hanford extended the municipal
distribution line to supply these resxdences The status of the previous wells is
unknown. - »

5. The Site is south of the Houston Avenue Landfill, north of the wastewater treatment
plant, and west of residential properties. The depth to groundwater is approximately
44 feet below ground surface with a groundwater gradient to the east. Nurierous wells '
eXIst in proximity of the site, inc:ludmg irrigation‘and domestlc wells (downgradient). ;

6. The Regional Water Board possesses authonty to require technical reports that derives
from section 13267 of the California Water Code (CWC), whach refers {o regional board
~and specmes in part that:

(a) A regional board, ...in connectlon with any action relating to-any. pian or requirement author;zed by this
division; may mvestzgate the quality- of any waters cf the state within-its region.

{b){1) In conducting an investigation specn‘“ ed in subdivision (a); the regional board may requ;re that-any
person who has discharged, discharges, or is suspected of having discharged or discharging, or who
proposes to discharge waste within its region... that could affect the quality of waters within its region shall
furnish, Under penalty.of perjury, technical or monitoring program reports which the regional board

requires. The burden, including costs, of these reports shall bear a reasonable relationshipto the need for -
the report and the benefits to be obtained from the reports. In requiring those reports; the regional board:
shall provide the person with a written explanation with regard to-the need for the reports and shall identify -
the evidence that:supports requiring that person. to provide the reports

7. The Regxonai Water Board adopted the Water Quai:ty Control Plan for the Tulare Lake
Basin, Second Edition, (Basin Plan), which designates beneficial uses of water. All
gmundwater within the vicinity of the site is designated as having a beneficial use. of
municipal and domestlc water supply (MUN)

8. The-foregoing estabhshes that Sanchez Brothers Farmmg, !nc Valero, and Kings
Waste and Recycling Authority, are responsible parties that have dlscharged or are
suspected of having discharged compounds that have affected or could-affect the
quality of groundwater designated MUN. An investigation to assess the extent and
magnitude of the release in-soil and groundwater, and whether it warrants a full
investigation and possible cleanup and rernediation, is reasonable and’ appropnate
The cost of a technical report containing results of such an investigation is justified by
the benefit to be derived from such information.. The responsible partiesare
encouraged to work together to avoid unnecessary duplication.

- 9, State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) Resolution 92-49, in part,
z ‘ directs Regional Water Boards that require g 13267 mvest;gatron to, amorzg other -
things:
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- a. Reqguire the responsible pames to conduct mvest:gations in sequence,
b.” Require prior submittal of a written work plan from the responsible parties for
elements and phases of investigation. .
¢. Review and concur with adequate work plans’ prior to initiation of investigation to
the extent practicable, where an adequate work plan is one that includes or
references, at least, a comprehensive description of proposed investigative
activities, a sampling and analysis plan, a quality assurance project plan, a health
and safety plan, and a commitment to implement the work plan. v _
.d. Require responsible parties to provide documentation that reports-are prepared by
- qualified professionals and to incorporate a statement of qualifications of the
respornisible professionals in the report.

Under the prescnbed authonty of CWC section 1 320? you are hereby directed fo submxt by .
" 15 May 2009, a technical report that contains a written work plan prepared by a qualified
professional, proposing a systematic and logical sequence of tasks with a proposed schedule
to investigate possible releases compounds to-soil and. groundwater from the. subject property
if you fail to- furmsh the required report or you submrt substantiafly mcemp!ete or false
- information as a report you will be in violation of CWC section 13267(b). Asthe site involves
discharge of hazardous waste, in such an.event.civil liability may be administratively imposed
in‘accordance with section 13268(d) in-an amount that shall not exceed five thousand dollars
($5,000) for each day in which the violation occurs. Depending on the circumistances, the

. Regional Water Board can seek greater civil liability through superior court (see Article 5

- commencing with section 13350). Knowing failure or refusal to furnish technical reports
. required by CWC section 13267(b)-or knowing falsification of information provided in those -
reports also subjects you to cnmmal penalties pursuant to-:CWC section 13268(e).

Any person affected by this action of the Regional Water Board may petition the State Water
Board to review the action in accordance with CWC section 13320 and Title 23, California
Code of Regulations, section 2050. The petition must be received by the State Water Board,
Office of Chief Counsel, P.O, Box 100, Sacramento; CA 95812 within 30 days of the date of
. this directive. Copies of the law and regulations applicable to filing petitions are available at
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_| notlceslpetltlons/water quality/ and also will be
provided upon request.

If you have any questlons regarding this matter, p!ease contact Russell Walls of this office at
'-,(559) 488»4392 orat maﬂs@waterboards ca.gov.

‘Pamela C. Creedon.
Executive Officer

cce:  Kings County En\'/iro'nmen‘tal Department of Public Health, Hanford
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